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TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL ROUNDUP 

1. CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION VOTED OCT. 23 BY 39 TO 30 

TO SUBMIT MAJORITY REPORT TO WESTMINSTER. CONVENTION WILT. 
ADJOURN NOV. 6 SINE DIE PENDING HMG AND PARLIAMENT REACTION 
TO UNITED ULSTER UNIONIST COALITION (UUUC) PROPOSALS. 
AMENDMENTS TO THESE PROPOSALS WILL BE DEBATED OCT. 29 AND 30 
AND THESE WILL BE FINAL DEBATE ON NOV. 6. IT BELIEVED 
MINORITY PARTIES WILL NEITHER SUBMIT AMENDMENTS NOR 
PARTICIPATE IN DEBATES EXCEPT FOR FINAL ONE. 

2. UUUC CONVENTION PARTY VOTED 24-0 OCTM 24 TO EXPEL 
WILLIAM CRAIG AND HIS THREE SUPPORTERS FROM CONVENTION PARTY. 
THERE MANY ABSENTEES AND SEVERAL ABSTENTIONS. OF LATTERS, 
OFFICIAL UNIONIST JOHN TAYLOR REITERATED HIS 

OBJECTIONS TO EXPULSION AS ESTABLISHING DANGEROUS PRECEDENT. 

3. OFFICIAL UNIONISTS MET ENNISKILLEN OCT. 25 FOR FIRST 
ANNUAL PARTY CONFERENCE SINCE 1968. MOTIONS PASSED INCLUDED 
SUPPORT FOR CONVENTION MEMBERS REMAINING TRUE TO MANIFESTO, 
CALL FOR WITHDRAWAL SUPPORT FROM IRISH CONGRESS OF TRADE 
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JOIN IN ONE UNITED PARTY. 

4. SHADOW SPOKESMAN FOR NORTHERN IRELAND AIREY NEAVE 
AND CONSERVATIVE MP JOHN BIGGS-DAVISON HELD DISCUSSIONS IN 
BELFAST WITH LEADERS POLITICAL GROUPS EXCLUDING SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY (SDLP) AND CRAIG VANGUARD. 

IT BELIEVED LOCALLY NEAVE ON TESTING EXPEDITION TO ASSIST 
CONSERVATIVES ASSESS POLICY ON NORTHERN IRELAND. NEAVE 
APPARENTLY AT FIRST SUGGESTING CONFERENCE OF ALL NORTHERN 
IRELAND PARTIES WITH CONSERVATIVES IN LONDON BUT THIS IDEA 
DROPPED. NEAVE REPORTEDLY URGING LIFE CONVENTION BE 
PROLONGED AND THAT DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE WHILE CONVENTION 
REPORT BEING STUDIED AT WESTMINSTER. SECSTATE REES HAD 
INDICATED HE UNDECIDED WHETHER TO PROLONG CONVENTION LIFE. 

5. PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN IN WEEKEND CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN 
REPORTED TO HAVE VOTED FOR COMPETITORS AGAINST NORTHERN 
ORGANIZER SEAMUS LOUGHRAN FOR TWO IMPORTANT POSITIONS. MAIRE 
DRUMM ELECTED FIRST VICE PRESIDENT AND ONE SEAN O' BRADY 
ELECTED PRESS REPRESENTATIVE. LOUGHRAN IS BELIEVED TO BE 
STRONG ADVOCATE OF POLITICAL APPROACH TO SOLUTION NORTHERN 
IRELAND PROBLEM. 

6. ARMY IS CURRENTLY INVOLVED TWO EMOTIVE SITUATIONS ULSTER: 

(A) SEVEN MEMBERS BLACK WATCH REGIMENT REPORTEDLY UNDERGOING 
QUESTIONING ABOUT ALLEGATIONS THEY PLANTED EVIDENCE, SUCH AS 
AMMUNITION, ON REPUBLICAN SUSPECTS WEST BELFAST. SDLP 
CONVENTION MEMBER PADDY DEVLIN BELIEVED INSTIGATOR THESE 
CHARGES. DEVLIN HAS CHARGED SCOTTISH TROOPS IN PAST OF 
PREJUDICE AND RACISM. BLACK WATCH PATROL SHOT AND KILLED 

A 17 YEAR OLD CATHOLIC NAMED LEO NORNEY ON SEPTEMBER 13. 
INCIDENT HAS CAUSED CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY IN THAT NORNEY 
FAMILY NEIGHBORS AND WITNESSES MAINTAIN HE INNOCENT OF 
FIRING SHOTS AT PATROL. PROVISIONAL IRA HAS DENIED NORNEY 
A MEMBER AND FATHER DENIS FAUL AND TWO OTHER PRIESTS 
HAVE ISSUED PAMPHLET SUPPORTING HIS INNOCENCE. (B) THERE 
TROUBLE TWO SUCCESSIVE NIGHTS OCT. 26 AND 27 IN PROTESTANT 
HOUSING ESTATE LURGAN COUNTY ARMAGH. OCT. 26 TROOPS FIRED 
UPON AND RETURNED FIRE. ONE SOLDIER WOUNDED IN ABDOMEN. 

IT BELIEVED TROOPS CONDUCTING SEARCHES AND INTERROGATIONS 
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CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR SHOOTING SOLDIER. ONE UNIT OF 
THIS ORGANIZATION HAS THREATENED HOSTILITIES AGAINST TROOPS 
TO BEGIN OCT. 30 UNLESS "HARASSMENT" ENDED. 
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